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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY

ARLINGTON HALL STATION, BUILDING 316

HABS No. VA-1270-T

Located in the southeast quadrant of Arlington Hall Station
on the south side of First Street approximately 130 feet east
of Second Street. Ariington Hall Station is located at 4000
Arlington Boulevard, Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia.

Constructed in 1942 as enlisted men’s barracks, Building 316
was part of the initial building campaign initiated by the U.S.
Army at Arlington Hall Station, formerly Arlington Hall Junior
College (1927-1942). It is associated with the nationally
significant development of Arlington Hall Station as the
headguarters of United States Army intelligence activities
during Worid War I1. (For overview of Arlington Hall Station,
see HABS No. VA-1270).

Building 316 is & single-story, wood frame, gable-roofed
building on concrete piers. The building measures
approximately 105 feet by 25 feet with a 40-foot by 35-foot
gabled addition on the east side creating an asymmetrical T-
plan.

The exterior is clad in wide clapboards with vertical wood
corner boards and skirting around the c¢rawl space.  The
addition rests on a concrete foundation. Four-light three-
panel doors with wood stoops occur at both sections of the
building. Window openings in the main block are rectangular
with one-over-one wood awning sash. The openings in the
addition have single Tight awning sash.

Interior rooms are arranged randomly, with a heating room with
separate below grade entry located at the east end of the
addition. Exposed structural brackets occur in the interior
portion of the main block between the outside walls and the
ceiling. The main block displays vent stacks, while a brick
chimney is located over the heating room.

Building 316 was construcfed in 1942 as a barracks. The
building was later used as a classroom facility for general
instruction. In 1958 the building underwent extensive
rehabilitation due to a fire.

Annual Reports, Arlington Hall Station. On file at INSCOM
Command Historian’s Cffice, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.
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History Office, ODCSOPS. Ariington Hall Station and Military
Intelligence. Arlington, VA: n.d. On file at INSCOM Command
Historian’s Office, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

History Office, ODCSOPS. INSCONM and Its Heritage: An
Organizational History of the Command and Its Units. Special
Historical Series. Arlington, VA: n.d. On file at INSCOM
Command Historian’s Office, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

History of the Signal Security Agency. Part of a classified
10 volume series. Declassified portions of the series on file
at INSCOM Command Historian’s Office, Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Original drawings on file at Facility Engineer’s Office,
Arlington Hall Station, Arlington, Virginia.

Glenn Ceponis/Diane Newbury
John Milner Associates, Inc.
1216 Arch Street, 5th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

September 1989
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